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Implementation of the Original Exploratory Program Encourages

Original Innovation in Fundamental Research
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Abstract To further guide and encourage researchers to engage in the work of original fundamental
research, and accelerate the realization of major breakthroughs in forward-looking basic research and
leading original achievements, the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) has launched the
Original Exploratory Program (OEP). This paper introduces the funding orientation, implementation
principles and project selection procedures of the OEP, analyzes and summarizes the overall situation of the
two years since the implementation of this program, and also discusses the funding work of this program.
There is every indication that the OEP is effective in breaking down the obstacle that the lack of attention
paid to the original ideas of young scientists, and is beneficial to cultivate the originality of young
scientists. Finally, some suggestions are put forward, such as well recognizing the relationship between the
OEP and the “Encouraging exploration and highlighting originality” type of regular programs. The

research can help to standardize and optimize the management of the OEP.

Keywords original exploratory program; original innovation in fundamental research; reform of National

Science Funding System
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