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Systematically Deepen the International Cooperation of the National Natural Science
Foundation of China and Proactively Integrate into the Global Scientific and

Technological Innovation Network

Shuna Sun Wencong Li Chuang Zhao Jing Chen Lin Zhang
Xiuping Liu Liyao Zou" Yongtao Zhang Wenxuan Yin

Bureau of International Cooperation s National Natural Science Foundation of China s Beijing 100085

Abstract This paper reviewed the measures taken by the National Natural Science Foundation of China
(NSFC) to systematically deepen international cooperation since NSFC unveiled its deep reform plan in
2018, which includes the innovation of cooperation mechanisms, consolidation of cooperative relationships,
participation in international science and technology governance, promotion of joint funding of substantial
collaborative research, the launch of an international scientific cooperation program, and the establishment
of a more efficient funding system for international talents. In addition, this paper put forward policy
suggestions on how to play the unique role of NSFC in a complex international environment to interweave
NSFC with the global scientific and technological innovation network and to support China’s opening, self-

reliance and self-improvement in science and technology at higher levels.

Keywords National Natural Science Fund; international cooperation; reform of National Science Funding

System; deepen systematically
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