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Practice and Reflection on the Fund Management Reform of

National Natural Science Foundation of China
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Yanjun Guo' Lijing Zhang' Jianging Nie'
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Abstract As the basic guarantee of scientific research activities, the application effectiveness of scientific
research fund directly affects the efficiency of scientific and technological innovation. Under the background
of the reform of “streamlining administration and delegating power. improving regulation, and upgrading
services”, the funds management of National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) projects has
been continuously optimized. Through formulating funds management policies that are more in line with
the actual needs of scientific research, the energy of scientific and technological innovation has been
effectively released and the vitality of innovation has been stimulated. This article summarizes the reform
initiatives of funds management of NSFC in recent years. On the basis of extensive research, data analysis,
questionnaire and other research methods are used to analyze the effectiveness of funds management
reform. Combined with the current use and management practice of NSFC funds, this article puts forward
optimization suggestions from four aspects: strengthening the publicity of funds policies, formulating
targeted detailed management methods, strengthening the information management of funds, and fully
implementing the financial assistant system of scientific research. In order to promote the reform policies of
“streamlining administration and delegating power, improving regulation, and upgrading services” make
scientific research funds more refined, accurate and stable, so as to effectively improve the utilization
efficiency of NSFC funds.

Keywords management of scientific research funds; reform practice; science fund; the reform of
“streamlining administration and delegating power, improving regulation, and upgrading services”
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