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Abstract This study evaluates the effect of the Al assignment and category-specific review in 2022, which
covers the General Program and the Youth Scientists Fund in Economic Science (G03) of Division III in the
Department of Management Sciences. Based on the randomized controlled trials in the field of International
Economics and Trade, we find that the Al assignment can effectively match experts to carry out peer-
review. With Al assignment, the experts’ consensus on applications has been improved, which increases
the probability of being on the conference review. With statistical tests, there is no significant difference in
the mean value of the scores between the treatment and control groups. which implies that the Al
assignment has not systematically affected the results of the peer-review. All applications in Economic
Science (G03) have been under category-specific review based on scientific problem attributes this year.
The statistics again show that category-specific review can effectively enable experts to form consensus,
and significantly reduce the difference in the rate for the applications being on the conference review among
the Original Exploratory program, the Cutting-edge program, the Transdisciplinary program, and the

Application program.

Keywords Al Assignment; category-specific review; Department of Management Sciences; effect

evaluation
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